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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 164682 

45 

ORIGIN EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 PA-03 PRS-01 USIA-15 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 DODE-OO MC-02 ACDA-19 PM-07 /084 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV - J MUEHLKE 
8/18/73; EXT: 22137 
APPROVED BY EUR/SOV - S ROY 
EUR/SOV - W LUERS 

123935 

R 181709Z AUG 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

UNCLAS STATE 164682 

E.O. 11652 

TAGS: PARM, PFOR, MCAP, MILI, UR 

SUBJECT: SCHLESINGER ANNOUNCEMENT THAT SOVIET UNION 
HAS SUCCESSFULLY FLIGHT-TESTED MIRVS 

1. NEW YORK TIMES OF SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 1973, CARRIES 
ARTICLE BY DAVID BINDER DATELINED WASHINGTON, D.C., 

AUGUST 17, REPORTING ON THE ANNOUNCEMENT AUGUST 17 BY 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE JAMES R. SCHLESINGER THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION HAS SUCCESSFULLY FLIGHT-TESTED MIRVS. 

2. DR. SCHLESINGER IS REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD NEWSMEN AT 
THE PENTAGON THAT INTERCONTINENTAL MISSILE SS-18 HAS 
CARRIED AT LEAST SIX HYDROGEN WARHEADS IN THE ONE- 
MEGATON RANGE. BINDER QUOTES A UNITED STATES OFFICIAL 
AS HAVING SAID THAT THE SOVIET SUCCESS HAS VIRTUALLY 
ERASED AMERICAN HOPES FOR A TWO-WAY MORATORIUM ON FUTURE 
TESTING OF SUCH MISSILES WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF A NEW 
AGREEMENT ON LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC ARMS. BINDER QUOTES 
THE OFFICIAL FURTHER AS HAVING SAID THAT THE STRESS NOW 
WOULD HAVE TO BE ON CONTROLLING MIRV DEPLOYMENT AND 
VERIFICATION PROCEDURES WHICH, HE SAID, WOULD BE DIFFICULT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. DR. SCHLESINGER REPORTEDLY CHARACTERIZED AS VERY 
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ADVENTURESOME A SERIES OF MISSILE TESTS THAT STARTED IN 
MAY AND LISTED FOUR NEW-GENERATION SOVIET MISSILES THAT 
HE SAID COULD LEAD THE SOVIET UNION TO A CLEAR ADVANTAGE 
IN COUNTERFORCE CAPABILITY OVER THE UNITED STATES. ROGERS 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MISSILE TESTS, MISSILE WARHEADS, SALT (ARMS CONTROL), MIRV 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 AUG 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 64682 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: J MUEHLKE 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730829/aaaaauzh.tel 

Line Count: 65 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10-Sep-2001 by reddocgw>; APPROVED <05 MAR 2002 by kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SCHLESINGER ANNOUNCEMENT THAT SOVIET UNION HAS SUCCESSFULLY FLIGHT-TESTED MIRVS 
TAGS: PARM, PFOR, MCAP, MILI, UR 
To: MOSCOW 
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